ACTION FOR SOCIAL WELFARE

brought before them. If a man has a com-
plaint against his neighbor on account, let us
say, of that neighbor's pig having ruined his
garden, a misfortune that has often started
important lawsuits in this country, instead of
making a complaint in due legal form, he goes
to the court of conciliation and asks that the
offending neighbor be summoned to appear.
He pays a fee of practically $0.25. When the
defendant appears, the dispute is heard by the
two judges, and they endeavor to arrange an
amicable settlement, fair and just to both
parties. In case the dispute is settled, a further
fee of some $0.50 is charged. The entire
cost has been some $0.75; the lawyers have
secured nothing. If the court is unable to
settle the dispute, any acknowledgment made
by either party to the judges will not be
used against him in the lawsuit that follows.
If either party has made a statement to the
effect that he was willing to accept the terms
of settlement suggested by the judges of the
court of conciliation, a certificate to that effect
can be introduced in the lawsuit as evidence.
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